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Availability and Purity/Potency

Table 8: Perceptions of current availability and purity/potency of
heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine and cannabis by
participants who commented,TAS, 2009

Heroin Methamphetamine Cocaine Cannabis
(%) (%) (%) (%)

Speed Base Ice/ Hydro Bush
powder crystal

Availability n=3 n=58 n=49 n=24 n=0 n=75 n=71

Very easy 33 26 18 4 0 47 47

Easy 0 62 55 33 0 45 38

Difficult 0 12 25 46 0 8 16

Very difficult 67 0 2 17 0 0 0

Purity/potency n=3 n=58 n=53 n=24 n=0 n=74 n=74

Low 0 64 40 17 0 3 15

Medium 67 24 26 38 0 27 60

High 33 2 26 33 0 66 24

Fluctuates 0 10 8 13 0 4 1

South Australia (Adelaide)

Use

Figure 6: Prevalence of use of heroin, cocaine,
methamphetamine and cannabis by participants in the six
months preceding interview, SA, 2003-2009

Price

Table 9: Median prices, SA, 2008-2009

2008 2009

Heroin

Heroin (cap) $100 $100

Heroin (gram) $250* $400*

Methamphetamine

Speed powder (point) $50* $50

Base (point) $50 $50

Ice/crystal (point) $50 $50

Speed powder (gram) $50* $425*

Base (gram) [no purchases reported] $425*

Ice/crystal (gram) $350* $600*

Cocaine

Cocaine (cap) [no purchases reported] $250*

Cocaine (gram) $225* $700*

Cannabis

Hydro (approx. 2.5g) $17.50* [no purchases reported]

Bush (approx. 2.5g) [no purchases reported] [no purchases reported]

Hydro (ounce) $210 $225

Bush (ounce) $190* $200*

* Interpret with caution (small numbers commenting; n<10)

Availability and Purity/Potency

Table 10: Perceptions of current availability and purity/potency
of heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine and cannabis by
participants who commented, SA, 2009

Heroin Methamphetamine Cocaine Cannabis
(%) (%) (%) (%)

Speed Base Ice/ Hydro Bush
powder crystal

Availability n=66 n=25 n=28 n=22 n=3 n=37 n=19

Very easy 50 36 36 46 100 32 37

Easy 44 48 25 23 0 46 21

Difficult 6 16 32 18 0 16 42

Very difficult 0 0 7 14 0 5 0

Purity/potency n=65 n=25 n=27 n=22 n=3 n=37 n=18

Low 29 40 33 18 0 3 17

Medium 49 44 30 23 0 24 56

High 14 16 26 36 100 65 28

Fluctuates 8 0 11 23 0 8 0
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Western Australia (Perth)

Use

Figure 7: Prevalence of use of heroin, cocaine,
methamphetamine and cannabis by participants in the six
months preceding interview, WA, 2003-2009

Price

Table 11: Median prices, WA, 2008-2009

2008 2009

Heroin

Heroin (cap) $100* $50

Heroin (gram) $600* $575

Methamphetamine

Speed powder (point) $50 $50

Base (point) $50* [no purchases reported]

Ice/crystal (point) $50 $50

Speed powder (gram) $350* $400

Base (gram) $425* [no purchases reported]

Ice/crystal (gram) $400* $400

Cocaine

Cocaine (cap) [no purchases reported] [no purchases reported]

Cocaine (gram) [no purchases reported] $450*

Cannabis

Hydro (gram) $25* $25

Bush (gram) $27.50* $25*

Hydro (ounce) $350* $350

Bush (ounce) $200* $290

* Interpret with caution (small numbers commenting; n<10)

Availability and Purity/Potency

Table 12: Perceptions of current availability of heroin,
methamphetamine, cocaine and cannabis by participants who
commented, WA, 2009

Heroin Methamphetamine Cocaine Cannabis
(%) (%) (%) (%)

Speed Base Ice/ Hydro Bush
powder crystal

Availability n=60 n=42 n=1 n=23 n=2 n=44 n=22

Very easy 45 24 100 30 0 27 18

Easy 42 55 0 65 100 61 64

Difficult 13 21 0 4 0 9 18

Very difficult 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

Purity/potency n=59 n=42 n=1 n=22 n=1 n=42 n=22

Low 29 33 0 32 0 0 9

Medium 39 21 0 32 100 21 55

High 14 26 100 32 0 69 32

Fluctuates 19 19 0 5 0 10 5

Northern Territory (Darwin)

Use

Figure 8: Prevalence of use of heroin, cocaine,
methamphetamine and cannabis by participants in the six
months preceding interview, NT, 2003-2009
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Price

Table 13: Median prices, NT, 2008-2009

2008 2009

Heroin

Heroin (cap) $100* $80*

Heroin (gram) $400* $300*

Methamphetamine

Speed powder (point) $60 $50

Base (point) $100* $75*

Ice/crystal (point) $125* $100*

Speed powder (gram) $300 $350

Base (gram) $400* $400*

Ice/crystal (gram) $1200* $800*

Cocaine

Cocaine (cap) [no purchases reported] $80*

Cocaine (gram) [no purchases reported] $250*

Cannabis

Hydro (gram) $30 $30

Bush (gram) $30* $30*

Hydro (ounce) $350 $400

Bush (ounce) $250 $175^

* Interpret with caution (small numbers commenting; n<10)

Availability and Purity/Potency

Table 14: Perceptions of current availability and purity/potency
of heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine and cannabis by
participants who commented, NT, 2009

Heroin Methamphetamine Cocaine Cannabis
(%) (%) (%) (%)

Speed Base Ice/ Hydro Bush
powder crystal

Availability n=6 n=31 n=7 n=13 n=5 n=71 n=26

Very easy 0 16 29 8 20 30 27

Easy 67 65 43 62 40 54 23

Difficult 33 16 14 31 40 17 50

Very difficult 0 3 14 0 0 0 0

Purity/potency n=6 n=32 n=7 n=13 n=5 n=71 n=29

Low 17 41 29 15 20 14 35

Medium 50 21 43 15 60 31 28

High 17 25 14 54 20 38 21

Fluctuates 17 13 14 15 0 17 17

Queensland (Brisbane)

Use

Figure 9: Prevalence of use of heroin, cocaine,
methamphetamine and cannabis by participants in the six
months preceding interview, QLD, 2003-2009

Price

Table 15: Median prices, QLD, 2008-2009 

2008 2009

Heroin

Heroin (cap) $50 $50

Heroin (gram) $400 $400

Methamphetamine

Speed powder (point) $50 $50

Base (point) $50* $50

Ice/crystal (point) $50 $50

Speed powder (gram) $200 $200

Base (gram) $200 $200

Ice/crystal (gram) $275 $320

Cocaine

Cocaine (cap) [no purchases reported] [no purchases reported]

Cocaine (gram) $450* $350*

Cannabis

Hydro (gram) $25 $25

Bush (gram) $20 $20

Hydro (ounce) $300 $300

Bush (ounce) $220 $280

* Interpret with caution (small numbers commenting; n<10)
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Availability and Purity/Potency

Table 16: Perceptions of current availability of heroin,
methamphetamine, cocaine and cannabis by participants who
commented, QLD, 2009

Heroin Methamphetamine Cocaine Cannabis
(%) (%) (%) (%)

Speed Base Ice/ Hydro Bush
powder crystal

Availability n=60 n=43 n=31 n=32 n=4 n=36 n=34

Very easy 53 51 39 25 25 64 56

Easy 28 23 42 31 25 28 24

Difficult 13 21 16 28 50 6 15

Very difficult 5 5 3 16 0 3 6

Purity/potency n=58 n=40 n=28 n=32 n=4 n=36 n=34

Low 45 45 21 16 0 6 15

Medium 22 20 32 25 50 33 35

High 9 10 25 44 50 58 41

Fluctuates 24 25 21 16 0 3 9

Conclusions 
Heroin remained the drug of choice among IDU in 2009’. Nationally,
reports of recent heroin use remained stable, however the
frequency of use was higher (from a median of 49 days in 2008 to
72 days in 2009). Recent use remained most common in NSW,
VIC and the ACT. Price, purity and availability varied among the
jurisdictions. 

IDU participants continued to use all three forms of
methamphetamine, with the prevalence of use of each form varying
by jurisdiction. Nationally, the recent use of speed powder remained
stable, while recent base was higher and recent ice use was lower
than in 2008. Frequency of use remained stable nationally and
varied among the jurisdictions. The proportion of daily users
remained stable at around 3% of all participants nationally. 

NSW continued to be the only jurisdiction where a large proportion
of participants reported recent cocaine use. The proportion
reporting the recent use of cocaine in NSW remained stable, while
the frequency of use was higher.

The cannabis market (price, potency and availability) remained
stable. The use of cannabis remained common among the majority
of participants, with daily or near-daily use often reported.

The injection of pharmaceutical opioids is more commonly reported
in jurisdictions where heroin has traditionally been difficult to obtain.
Nationally, morphine remained the most commonly reported opioid
injected by this group. Morphine and oxycodone injection remained
at similar levels over the past two years. This may be related, at least

in part, to varying quality of heroin. The frequency of this behaviour
was lower in 2009 and occurred on a typically infrequent basis.
Benzodiazepine use (but not typically injection) was common. 
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